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Whisky distillery on Barra will
be funded by community shares
Acommunitysharesoffer
launchedtoraise£1.5mtobuild
thefirstwhiskydistilleryon
theScottishislandofBarrais
gatheringmomentumaspeople
committoinvest.Theminimum
investmentrequiredis£250but
everyinvestornomatterhow
largeorsmallhasonevote.
PeterBrownistheentrepreneur
behind the project. He said:
“Using the community bene-
fits society model ensures this
whisky business will be owned
and run by the local communi-
ty.Butsharescanbepurchased
by investors outside the area as
well. Community shares are a
democraticformofgovernance,
offering one vote per member
investing, no matter how much
you invest. They can also offer
4% interest to attract investors
andoftenseemoneyrolledback
in to other projects which will
benefitthecommunity.”

The community benefit so-
cietymodelcreatesanorganisa-

tion owned by the community,
for the community and ‘of’ the
communitywhereanyprofitin
thefutureisreinvested.

For Barra, the long term
potential is some £2m of new
money will be for other com-
munity projects locally which
would come back to the com-
munity through profits made
atthedistilleryinyears9and10.

Peter Brown and fellow di-
rectors Neil MacKinnon and
architect Malcolm Fraser aims
arethatthedistillerywillbeen-
vironmentally friendly, using
the local water from the reser-
voircloseby,barleygrownonthe
islands,anddrivenbyrenewable
power from the reservoir, solar
powerandwindturbines.

ForCommunitySharesScot-
land (CSS) which advised Barra
Distillery this was the second
distillery project they helped
through the process of raising
money in this way. An earlier
project on the mainland raised
over £2.5m in 2016, from 2,441
supporters in 30 countries

around the world. This was
moreincommunitysharesthan
anyotherUKorganisation.

Peter Brown continues:
“Scottishdistilleriesliketothink
that their whisky is imbued
with the elements of the place
in which they are created. This
claimcanbeindisputablymade
bytheBarraDistillery.”

Peter says: “We’ve seen so
manygoodtraditionalandmod-
ern businesses in Scotland sell
outandtakethecapital,withthe
business ending up in overseas
ownership. Jobs are often lost,
and they’re not wholly Scottish
any more. We want the distill-
erytobeownedforposterityby
the community it serves. It will
providelongtermemployment,
some 7 new jobs when fully up
and operational, an attraction
for the tourist industry with a
visitor centre, and products for
agrowingmarket.

“Barra whisky will be a top
quality niche product, sought
after by whisky connoisseurs
theworldover.”
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Peter Brown of Barra Distillery.
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